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Mission, Vision  
and Goals

Ontario Nature is a charitable organization that protects wild  
species and wild spaces through conservation, education and  
public engagement. We represent more than 30,000 members  
and supporters, and 150 member groups from across Ontario.  
Our vision is an Ontario where nature inspires and sustains  
us for generations to come.

Protect and restore nature 

Educate about the importance of nature 

Advocate on behalf of nature 

Connect people with nature 

Matchedash Lake
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Standing Guard, Together

Cara Gregory, 
President

Caroline Schultz, 
Executive Director
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Ontario Nature stood on guard for nature and was there when it needed us most this past year. At this challenging time for 
the environment in Ontario, we are pleased to share some conservation highlights from this past year and want to offer a 
huge thanks for your unwavering support.

Last year was the first time we could work “normally” since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. Ramping up our field work  
allowed us to restore more habitat, manage more invasive species, monitor more species at risk  and meet up with many of you. 

We also hosted our 12th annual Youth Summit for Biodiversity, which offered opportunities for participants to meet up in person. We 
are nurturing and supporting young environmental leaders more than ever—to help them achieve a green future where nature and 
people thrive in harmony. Over the past year, our dedicated Youth Council restored habitats and advocated for habitat protection, 
and all are looking forward to the 2023 summit which will be in person, just like the good old days! 

The past year brought major challenges as we defended nature from the onslaught of deregulation allowing development to  
pave over woodlands, wetlands and farmland. Every email, telephone call or visit to decision-makers has pushed back on the  
Government of Ontario for forging ahead to allow the destruction of the habitats that support wild species, provide solutions 
to climate change and sustain us all. With you, we continue to fight the erosion of the Greenbelt, to battle the province-wide 
abandonment of wetland protection policies and to staunch the wanton expansion of development into vital ecosystems.

Despite the challenges, we celebrated several hard-won successes, protecting endangered species and wetlands. This  
was also the year when the world formally agreed to the target of protecting 30 percent of the world’s terrestrial and inland 
water areas by 2030. We are pushing to ensure that Ontario meets the target by, for example, promoting the one million 
hectare opportunity with Forest Stewardship Designated Conservation Lands and making Other Effective Areas-based  
Conservation Measures count.

Ontario Nature is sustained and motivated by the people at our core—our members and donors. Each of you is an inspiration. 
Your passion, knowledge and generosity are the wind beneath our wings, allowing us to protect Ontario’s wild species and 
wild spaces and a greener future for all.
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Protecting One Million Hectares
Ontario’s northern forests and wetlands provide us with crucial ecosystem services, such as carbon storage and climate  
regulation. The permanent protection of Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Designated Conservation Lands (DCLs) presents 
an important opportunity for increasing protected areas with the associated climate co-benefits.

Many forestry companies in Ontario manage forests that are certified by the FSC. One requirement is companies must work 
with Indigenous communities and stakeholders to identify and set aside at least 10 percent of their forest management  
units as DCLs. To date, 147 DCLs have been identified across Ontario, totaling more than one million hectares. However, 
these DCLs aren’t yet permanently protected. 

To build the case for their permanent protection, Ontario Nature has been measuring carbon stocks in DCLs. This project involved 
literature reviews, fieldwork, webinars and workshops, collaboration with carbon researchers, and field assessments. Through 
that work we estimate that these areas store over 400 million tonnes of carbon!

This year, we published our Beginner’s Guide on Measuring Carbon Stocks  
to Support Conservation, a guide to help organizations and communities  
proceed with carbon storage assessments for conservation. This is building 
the climate change case for the permanent protection of the one million  
hectares of candidate protected areas identified through FSC certification. 

Another way that we’re building the case for protection is through a cost/
benefit analysis by an environmental economics expert, which will be  
published in the summer of 2023. We are also working with a legal expert 
to identify short- and long-term legal and policy pathways for protection. 
We’re looking forward to getting input on these options from industry, 
stakeholders and Indigenous communities.

Thank you for your support of this ambitious multi-year project to permanently 
protect one million hectares of northern Ontario’s forests and wetlands! TO
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Restoring Sydenham River Nature Reserve
We completed year four of our habitat restoration project at 
Sydenham River Nature Reserve! The project is converting  
dis-used agricultural fields into Carolinian forest through natural 
succession. Our ecological restorations included planting  
tallgrass prairie to provide native, functional habitat for pollinators 
and grassland birds.

Volunteer stewards—Lambton Wildlife and Sydenham Field  
Naturalists—conducted breeding bird, salamander, snake and  
vernal pool surveys to evaluate the impact of our restoration  
activities. Additionally, butterfly surveys were conducted in  
restored fields.  

More than 100 Ontario Nature members and volunteers planted 
745 native trees and shrubs in two restored fields. The  
acquisition and restoration of this nature reserve is only possible 
thanks to the generosity of our members. We hope that you  
can join us this fall for another planting event to see firsthand the 
impact of your support!

Upgrading Willoughby Nature Reserve
Working with Credit Valley Conservation, we hosted a planting event with youth from a 
local school, planting 75 native shrubs along Silver Creek, a cold-water stream that runs 
through the nature reserve. 

We installed a new boardwalk along with new trail signage for visitors. We hope you 
can visit this picturesque location and are able to spot some resident species including 
great-horned owls, pileated woodpeckers and eastern bluebirds!
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Great-horned owl
Indigo bunting

Pilleated woodpecker
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Birding Backpacks
Our Nature Guardians Youth Program members have told us that 
many youth want to learn about birding but aren’t sure where to 
start. So, we launched our Birding Backpacks project, to reduce 
barriers youth face to birding, such as lack of equipment, educational 
resources and mentors.

The Birding Backpacks, available in the Greater Toronto Area and  
Thunder Bay, have proven popular, especially on birding hikes led  
by members of Ontario Nature’s Youth Council. By giving youth the  
necessary tools to experience hands-on birding, the program helps 
young people create connections to birds and inspire curiosity about  
the natural world.

“I had never used binoculars before, so using them made a big 
difference for me as a beginner birder,” said Danielle, a youth  
who borrowed a Birding Backpack while participating in a guided 
hike at our Cawthra Mulock Nature Reserve.

Youth Council
Ontario Nature’s Youth Council continued  
its impressive legacy of contributing to  
lasting, positive change through conservation 
action.

• �Spokepoke with over 240 visitors at the 
Southern Ontario Orchid Society Annual 
Show and Sale at the TorontoBotanical  
Gardens, where they raised awareness 
about the importance of wetlands and the 
unique species that rely on them.

• �Planted herbaceous plants for a riparian  
restoration along Harper Creek to benefit 
brook trout downstream. 

• ��Joined Nature Canada at the Toronto Zoo to 
raise awareness about COP15 conservation 
targets and species at risk. 

• �Worked with volunteers to plant 153 native 
plants at the York Region Food Network’s 
compost hub and community garden.
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“�I’m proud of our conservation impact for species  
at risk this year.  One example is our work on  
Pelee Island. Blue racer conservation was at a 
standstill since the 1990s. By collaborating  
with amazing partners and getting the local 
community involved, we’ve started restoring rare 
alvar habitat and raising awareness about this  
endangered snake.”

	 —�Smera Sukumar,  
Conservation Science and Stewardship Director
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Snake Conservation on Pelee Island
A truly outstanding array of rare habitats are found on Pelee Island, including wetlands, sand dunes, savannahs and alvars. 
The Carolinian population of eastern foxsnakes and blue racers depend on these unique habitats for their survival. 

We are continuing to restore habitat for these endangered snakes. In the fall, our team installed hibernacula (underground 
chambers that snakes use as refuges through the winter to protect them from the cold). These artificial nesting structures are 
innovatively designed and installed to be self-contained, protected from flooding, and to provide different levels for snakes  
to move up and down during their hibernation according to the temperature. 

We are also working to improve nesting habitat for blue racers. They like alvars, grasslands and savannahs, so we’re restoring 
these habitats, monitoring populations and researching threats. Continued monitoring of the artificial nests and habitat  
restoration will help to determine how effective these methods are for conserving at-risk species.TO
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Advocacy in Action
There was a wave of damaging law and policy changes that swept over Ontario in late 2022. The Government of Ontario 
moved swiftly to diminish the powers of conservation authorities, cut lands out of the Greenbelt, weaken protections  
for wetlands, undermine the democratic process, and much more.

Ontario Nature members and supporters mobilized to oppose and debunk the 
false and misleading information used to as cover for the deregulation. Concerned 
Ontarians sent more than 44,000 emails to our elected representatives through 
Ontario Nature’s Action Alerts alone.

We continue to work with our partners to minimize the negative impacts of these 
short-sighted moves and push for them to be repealed. That includes leading 
joint submissions to government endorsed by dozens of organizations and 
engaging thousands of Ontarians through webinars, action alerts, blogs, media 
releases and social media. 

Advocate



Despite the challenging year, with your help we still triumphed in significant battles in our efforts to protect Ontario’s wild species 
and wild spaces.

Thanks to your support, we won an important legal victory with our partners when the Court of Appeal upheld the conviction 
against the Town of South Bruce Peninsula for destroying piping plover habitat. This precedent-setting decision will help  
ensure that endangered plovers will find safe haven in Ontario to raise their young.

Another important win for nature was when we successfully opposed a proposed development on the Great Cataraqui Marsh 
in Kingston. Many people and groups—including Ontario Nature and our member group the Kingston Field Naturalists—
fought the clearcutting of a past industrial site on the waterfront and destruction of part of the Provincially Significant Wetland 
proposed under the guise of remediation. The battle to save the trees, turtles and other wildlife had been going on for years. 
On September 6th, Kingston City Council voted to deny zoning changes and a needed application for a Minister’s Zoning 
Order, ensuring this Provincially Significant Wetlands remains off limits to development.
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Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas
We’ve been hard at work collecting data for the third Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas  
(Atlas-3). A five-year project involving many hundreds of volunteers surveying 
birds across the province. Atlas-3 harnesses community science to determine 
the distributions and populations of breeding birds and changes over time. 

Our team surveyed across northern Ontario—including Sudbury, Algoma and Farabout Peninsula. Their days began  
long before dawn and with mornings spent searching for evidence of breeding birds. Collaborating with Nature Network
groups and local partners, they conducted standardized point count surveys often by canoeing and camping in remote  
forests and wetlands. 

Data collected will guide environmental policies and conservation strategies well into the future. This enormous undertaking  
is a superb example of what our community can accomplish when we collaborate. We look forward to continuing this  
exciting and ambitious project, bringing nature lovers like you together through a love of birding. 

Nature Network
Our coalition of conservation groups across Ontario 
are united in their dedication to conservation. Nature 
Network member groups steward our nature reserves, 
speak up for local environmental issues and are  
critical allies in our conservation campaigns.

More than 80 Nature Network groups signed joint  
letters, held rallies, met with decision-makers and wrote 
op-eds opposing environmental deregulation. 

Thanks to the Nature Network for helping us to act as  
a strong collective voice for nature in Ontario!

Connect
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Algoma Highlands Bald eagle
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$10,000+
Alastair & Diana Gillespie Foundation
Roger & Moira Ashby
Barry & Esther Naiberg Family Fund at 
	 the Jewish Foundation of Toronto
Bruce Power
Sheila Connell
Centre for Indigenous Environmental  
	 Resources Inc.
Colleges and Institutes Canada
Comart Foundation
ECO Canada
EcoSpark Environmental Organization
Federal Economic Development  
	 Agency for Northern Ontario
Government of Canada – 
	 Canadian Heritage
Government of Canada – Environment 
	 and Climate Change Canada
Government of Canada – Employment  
	 and Social Development Canada
Government of Ontario – Ministry of  
	 Environment, Conservation and Parks
Greenbelt Foundation
Hodgson Family Foundation
K.M. Hunter Charitable Foundation
Max Bell Foundation
Northern Ontario Heritage  
	 Fund Corporation
Ontario Land Trust Alliance
Ontario Power Generation Inc.
Royal Bank of Canada
TD Friends of the Environment Foundation
The Chawkers Foundation
The George Cedric Metcalf  
	 Charitable Foundation
The Green Sanderson Family Foundation
The John and Pat McCutcheon  
	 Charitable Foundation
The McLean Foundation
TC Energy
University of Toronto
Wildlife Preservation Canada
And 1 Anonymous Donor

$5,000–$9,999
Capital Power
Community Foundation of Greater 
Peterborough
Iris Jacobson & Alan Levine
Hagerty Management LLC
Olive Tree Foundation
Ontario Trillium Foundation
Project Learning Tree Canada
Township of King
John Vanderkooy
Waterloo Region Community Foundation
Bob & Joan Wright
Zita & Mark Bernstein Family Foundation

$1,000–$2,499
Marc Albert
Daphne Buckley & Peter Hannah
Birds & Beans Roastery 
Canada Life Reinsurance
Stanley & Anita Caveney
City of Greater Sudbury
Jim Coles
Community Foundation Grey Bruce
Durham Region Field Naturalists
Egress Software Technologies
Elgin St. Thomas Community Foundation
Jack Gibbons & Mary Lovell
Haliburton Highlands Land Trust
Howard & Karen Kaplan
Samphe Lhalungpa
Gary Markotich
Ontario Wildlife Foundation
Brad Peterson
Powerline Logistics Services Inc.
Race Roster
Regional Municipality of York
Toronto Ornithological Club
Walmart Canada Corp.
Wild Birds Unlimited Toronto 
And 2 Anonymous Donors

In Honour
Penelope Allin
Tamara Anderson
Dane Bone & Susan Blayney
The Bowers
Gloria Boxen
Dennis Brookson
Anita Caveney
Kirt Cushnie
Jan Fischer
Clara Greenberg
Alexis Harriman
Eve Hoffman
Marge Hurdon
Robin Kiss
Yew Lee
MacKenzie Health
Betty & George McGaffey
McMaster Family
Melfi
Sabrije Mitrovica
Linda Read
Jamey & Jenn Rosen
Mandy Smith-Grant
Sonia St-Onge
Richard (Dirk) Vanderkooy
Rachel, Jim & Natasha Weber
Cody Wheaton
Paul Zammit

In Memory
Charlie Allore
Denise Beauchamp
Peter Bonsteel
George Burbidge
Craig Campbell
Edna Cayton
James Curley
Kirt Cushnie
Elaine Dahms
Denis Desjardins
Marcine DuBois
Susan Filshie
Douglas Huber
Jeffrey Hutchings
Jeffrey Arthur Jarockis
William A. King, J. Albert King  
	 & Joseph A. King
Oleg Khmurov
Archibald Lawrence
Bruce Lloyd
Orfeo Lucchese
Richard March
Mary Marsh
Frederick Marsh
Alan McNair
Beverley Myers
Christine Orlob
Dumitru Padeanu
Les Patterson
Michael Psutka
Bea Robson
Ailsa Rogers
Leon Schlichter
Joye Shaw
Nicholas Taylor
Claire Thorup
Sally Wismer

Bequests: the following  
individuals made gifts through 
their Wills

Estate of Timothy Wayne Archer
Estate of Kenneth Boynton Cawker
Estate of Darlene Sylvia Courtney
Estate of Wilfrid Crozier
Estate of Carolyn Joyce Keen (Fredenburg)
Estate of Margaret Gingerich
Estate of Janette Johnston
Estate of Shirley Elizabeth Kirby
Estate of Betty Marguerite Marwood
Estate of Doris Margaret Nicholls
Estate Of Diane Nussey
Estate of Marjorie J. Philip
Estate of Klaus Roder
Estate of Inger Sofie Stene

Thank You
To our members, donors and supporters!  
We are grateful for your generosity. 

These listings include donors who contributed between March 1, 2022 and February 28, 2023.
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$10,000+
Ann H. Atkinson
Ed Bezeau
Margaret E. Bird
Suzanne Carlson
Deborah Diemand
Jack & Mary Gingrich
Dr. Nancy Ironside
Lois W. McDonald
Chris Robinson
Andre Willi
Janice Wright
Walter Zimmerman

$5,000–$9,999
B. Carol Pallett & Donald R. Arthurs
Marilyn E. Cook
Robert & Gail Farquharson
Philip & Susan Gosling
Jim Hewitt
David & Sandra Johnson
Patricia M. Kluge
Robert Knapp
Doug McLaughlin
Robert & Robin Ogilvie
Annette Sonneveld
And 1 Anonymous Donor

$1,000–$2,499
John Ambrose
Karen & Eric Auzins
Badyk Family
Joan Barton & Tony Barton
Anne Bell
BJ Beresford
Ray Beskau
Robert Best
Jane Bonsteel
Brian & Jan Bornstein
Susan & Michael Bryan
Craig Campbell
Jack & Kim Campbell
Donna Carpenter
Lyle & Cindy Clarke
Richard Copple
Dudley Cordell
Ron & Janice Corkum
Douglas Crocker
Francis Cuerden
Joan Daynard

Nancy G. Dengler
Anna Di Rezze
Shirley Donald
Christopher Evans
Dianne Fahselt & Brian Twigg
Eric Ferguson
Conrad R. Fischer
Robert Fishlock
Kathryn Fleming
Pinky Franklin
Malcolm Friedland
Olive C. Fullerton
Peter Garstang
George Gibbons
Peter Gilchrist
Mara A. Glebovs
Steven Glynn
John Grandy & Meg Salter
John & Judith Grant
Susan Greer
Allan Grose
John & Nancy Gunn
Barbara A. Gunyon
Robert Haas
Vincent & Elizabeth Hamacher
Susan Hanrahan
Douglas & Lisa Hart
Shannon Hasen
Ole Hendrickson
Nancy Henley
Naomi Himel
Clare Irwin
Carol Kaake & John Crouse
James & Lynda Kamstra
Nancy Kennedy
Carol & Boris Kikely
Rosemary Kilbourn
Bruce P. King
William C. Klein
Fred & Carolyn Knetsch
Kurt & Mary Kroesen
Diana R. Laubitz
Robert & Beverley Leask
Nina-Marie Lister & Jeremy Guth
Graham & Margaret MacDonald
Pete MacEwen
Duncan MacKenzie
Margaret Mackenzie
Sheila & Rob MacMahon
Margaret MacMillan

Karl Malhotra
David J. Maltby
Bill & Barbara Mann
G. David Martel
James McKillop
Paul & Martha McLean
Mark McLean
Dawna Monk & Wayne Vanwyck
Fred & Jean Mooi
Glenn Morris
Amanda Murdoch
Marta Mussacaleca
Frazer Nagy
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Novak
Elizabeth Peek
Otto & Diane Peter
Greg & Bridget Petrie
Stuart Philpott
Robert & Deborah Pihl
Jacqueline Plumb
Brayton Polka
Geoff Powers
George Prieksaitis
Cathy Rand
Gregory Richardson
Richard & Catherine Richardson
Jim & Christine Roberts
Nathalie S. Rockhill

Bonita Ross
Lee Rubinoff
Geoff Rytell
Tina Sadler
Janet Saunderson & Ian Werker
Caroline Schultz & Mark Stabb
David Sehl
Alf Senior
Bruce Sharron
Evelyn L. Shaver
Dan Shire & Karen Mckillop
Dr. Malcolm Silver
Richard & Jan Simpson
Ruthanne Snider
Debbie A. Steiss
Andrew M. Stewart
Paul & Michelle Tavares
Kirsten Thesberg
George Thomson & Elizabeth Churcher
Gregory A. Trott & Gloria Miskelly
Edward Tsang
Valerie von Zuben
Lenore Walters
Harriet Waterman
Bruce & Betty Webster
Bob & Karen Yukich
And 4 Anonymous Donors

Champions for Nature
With gratitude, we are pleased to recognise our this committed group of members 
who renew their support annually with contributions of $1,000 or more to Ontario 
Nature’s general fund. Their leadership support means that we can undertake  
long-term programs and respond to threats to nature as soon as they emerge.
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Shirley’s Story
Shirley led a very active, independent and creative life. She attended University of Toronto 
when there were very few female students, and went on to work in advertising, where she  
met her husband, Fred. Her family called her the ‘family connector’ and that at 99 years  
old, said she still had ‘so much to do.’

An Ontario Nature member for over 40 years, she was very supportive of our efforts to get 
youth involved in conservation. She enjoyed nature by spending her time hiking, birdwatching 
and taking photos of wildlife, especially on the Bruce Trail. Her nephew, Doug, shared with  
us that even after a second broken hip, she bounced back and continued to walk the Humber 
Trail near her home daily.

Shirley’s gift is helping to connect the next generation with nature, through projects like our Birding Backpacks  
for youth, which we think would be close to Shirley’s heart.

Carolyn’s Story
Carolyn felt a strong sense of community responsibility, and with that sentiment came a desire to 
give back. She was an active volunteer with many organizations and charities—including Ontario 
Nature, which she supported as a member for several decades. When she died at the age of 89, 
she left Ontario Nature a generous bequest. 

“Mom had such a love for Ontario’s natural beauty, and its power to uplift our souls! Since our 
Mom was 6 years of age, she spent most of her summers at our family cottage in Muskoka. It 
felt like heaven on earth for Mom, and the natural beauty renewed her spirit. She also enjoyed 
numerous other outdoor activities in Ontario and around Canada, such as cross-country skiing, 
canoeing, camping, hiking in the mountains, and walking along country roads.

At our home in Etobicoke, Mom delighted in caring for our gardens. She kept a birdbath and a couple of birdfeeders 
in the backyard, and she happily watched birds coming to them throughout the year. Mom loved to be surrounded by 
nature’s beauty wherever she was, and she wanted to encourage other people to share in this love of nature.”

—Shared by her sons, John, Paul, Scott and Doug

A Legacy for Nature
This year, Ontario Nature received a number of bequests from generous donors. 
These legacy gifts have tremendous impact on our work and help to ensure that 
this province’s spectacular natural heritage is protected for generations to come. 

We spoke with the family of some of these donors to learn more about their lives 
and celebrate their love of nature.

“Mom had such a love for Ontario’s natural   
               beauty, and its power to uplift our souls!”BO
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For Nature Forever Circle Members
David Affleck
Sandy Agnew
Elizabeth Allen
John Ambrose
Karen & Eric Auzins
The Estate of Vida R. Bain
Margaret Beettam
Paul Bendus
Jane Bonsteel
Brian & Jan Bornstein
Joanne Brown
Don & Ruth Bucknell
Judy Buehler
Graham & Linda Burkitt
Donald E. Burton
Craig Campbell
Christine Cannon & Virginia L. Wakeford
Suzanne Carlson
Katherine Cartwright
Stanley & Anita Caveney
Christel Charlton
Donna Coffey
Donald E. Collison
Kirsten Dahl
Robert H. Davis
Frank de Jong
Michael & Honor de Pencier
Jill & Paul Douglas
John D. D. Duguid
Daisy Dunlop
Carol Y. Dyck
Suzanne Dyke
Peggy Ely
Dianne Fahselt & Brian Twigg
Irene Fedun
Michael & Jennie Foley
Lorne Fox
John Fraser
Catherine S. Fretwell
Mary Lou Funston
Dai Gaasenbeek
Margaret Gaviller
Marie L. Giesel
Peter Gilchrist
Joan W. Graham
Sandy Gray
Frances Gualtieri
Don R. Gutoski & Mary Gutoski

Peter Hannah
William G. Harris
Gwen Harris
Celia Harte
Ed L. Hazell
Gail Henry
Robert & Heather Hewitt
Bruce & Ceredwyn Hill
Alan Hills
Virginia E. Hurst
Susan Irving & Sheila Menard
Barbara Irwin
Diane Jamieson
Michelle Johnson
Stella Juhas
Paul Keddy
John King
June Kingshott
Sheila Kinross
Donald Kirk
Patricia M. Kluge
Eva & Josef Kratchovil
R.E. Laker
Margaret Lancelotte
Bernard J. Lawrance
Robert & Beverley Leask
Joyce M. Litster
David & Ann Love
Graham & Margaret MacDonald
John & Joyce MacRae
Joan Massiah
Myra J. McCormick
Lorrie McIntyre
Don McMurtry
Gord & Angie McNulty
Barry & Peri McQuay
Harvey L. Medland
Deb Merriam
Carolyn Milne
Fred & Jean Mooi
Alice J. Morgan
Kathy Mostardi
James & Irene Mumby
James A. J. Mumby
Jan Neuman
Nancy E. Newton
Eileen O’Connor
Vic & Ruth Orr
Otto & Diane Peter

Brad Peterson
Stuart Philpott
Gerald Pierce
Stan Piskorowski
Brayton Polka
Lynn Powley
John Pratt
Linda M. Reid
James M Richards
William A. (Sandy) Richardson
Michael W. Riley
Erica Nol & Chris Risley
Brian T. Roadhouse
Chris Robinson
Nathalie S. Rockhill
Beverlee Rombouts
Margaret Ross
Hannah Routley
Fiona Ryner

Sara Scharf
Tessa Shelvey
Kathryn Sheridan
Dan Shire & Karen Mckillop
Maureen Sly
Erika Somogyi
Jane Sorensen
Douglas G. Stevenson
Lee & Sandy Symmes
Dan & Donna Taylor
Kevin Thomason
John Gregory Thompson
William (Bill) van Geest
J. Michael Watts
Denice Wilkins & John Wilson
Kathleen Wilkinson
Douglas Wright
And 15 Anonymous Donors

 For Nature Forever Circle
This is a special community of supporters who have committed to leave a legacy  
for nature by including Ontario Nature in their Will or estate plans. By looking  
to the future, this dedicated group will keep our voice for nature strong for years to 
come. Ontario Nature is incredibly indebted to all these members who have let us 
know about their decision, and to those who choose to remain anonymous. 
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Financial Highlights
Year end Februrary 28, 2023

Statement of Revenue	 2023	 2022
Donations and memberships	  1,467,100 	  1,356,332 
Bequests	  469,269 	  663,921 
Publication (ON Nature)	  206,696 	  226,052 
Investment income	  70,640 	  173,607 
Program grants	  1,665,072 	  886,279 
Restricted for acquisition & stewardship	 –	 –
Other income	  71,857 	  584,267 

	  3,950,634 	  3,890,458 

Statement of Expenses	 2023	 2022
Conservation and education programs	  2,398,984 	  1,722,269 
Publication (ON Nature)	  272,718 	  278,962 
Fundraising 	  452,452 	  409,560 
Public relations and outreach	   254,418  	  239,874 
Administration	   344,974  	   308,064  

	  3,723,546 	  2,958,729 

Excess of revenue over expenses	  227,088 	  931,729 
Loss on change in fair market value of investments	   (121,152) 	  –

	   105,936  	   931,729  

Financial Position as at February 28, 2023	 2023	 2022
Capital Assets – Nature Reserves	  6,162,933 	  6,162,933 
Capital Assets – Easements	  943,000 	  943,000 
Capital Assets – Other 	  95,115 	  110,785 
Investments	  2,839,537 	 –
Other Assets	  3,530,992 	  6,093,881 
Total Liabilities	  (2,326,132)	  (2,171,090)

Total Net Assets	  11,245,445 	  11,139,509 

 CONSERVATION AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS (64%)
 PUBLICATION (ON NATURE) (7%)
 FUNDRAISING (12%)
 PUBLIC RELATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS (7%)
 ADMINISTRATION COSTS (9%)

 DONATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS (37%)
 BEQUESTS (12%)
 PUBLICATION (ON NATURE) (5%)
 INVESTMENT INCOME (2%)
 PROGRAM GRANTS (42%)
 OTHER INCOME (2%)

Notes
1. �55% of the total net assets  

is nature reserve and 8% of the 
total net assets is conservation 
easement lands.

2. �14% of the total net assets is 
restricted to generate income 
for long-term nature reserve 
stewardship.
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7 youth-led events and workshops that engaged 304 participants 

11 community science and Nature Reserve outreach events with 456 attendees

16 research projects on our nature reserves

22 volunteer Nature Reserve steward groups 

26 Nature Reserves 

47 Youth Council members 

132 species at risk identified and protected on our nature reserves

147 candidate protected areas identified 

150+ Nature Network member groups, including 3 new groups

176 community science volunteer hours spent monitoring snakes 

2,515 volunteers participating in the third Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas 

7,798 acres protected through nature reserves system 

33,500+ readers of ON Nature magazine 

145,000 people in our digital community

300 million impressions for our conservation work

@ Centre for Social Innovation | 720 Bathurst Street, Toronto, ON M5S 2R4 
416.444.8419 | info@ontarionature.org | ontarionature.org 

 @ontarionature    @ontarionature    @ontarionature    @ontarionature    youtube.com/onnature

 Our Impact in 2022


